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1999 - Marco Bartolucci 
The artist often colors those million or maybe billions of grains and we don't realize it is sand, the same sand we walk on when we are on the beach and shake off of our shoes almost irritated. The same sand that accumulates on wood surfaces and bring fascinating works into existence, is transformed and assumes new meanings but remains always sand- soft, irritating and fascinating sand (….). As Alice in wonderland we are in front of something completely different. We have entered in an universe that is both cultivated and pure, inexperienced and refined - we feel attracted by something we know but that at the same time is far from us. (…..). This feature fascinates and bothers us: is it a spell or a genetic manipulation? After the first doubt, we go on and we let ourselves tempted by his works' tactility. In a virtual age, it is indeed incredible to have the possibility to touch rough and uneven surfaces, fell with the finger something that is resisting, porous and goffered as it remind us our  hand discoveries, our first tactile experiences as child when everything is a surprise and discovery. And if the beauty of Massimo's works derives from their straightness, from the possibility to recognize the subject and reminding us ancient and daily sensations, their force is in the matter, that ancient sand that we are now touching with deep astonishment. It could sound strange but now, when I walk on or play with the sand I think of Massimo's works and vice versa and its sand reminds me of nature and game as painting as he does is a sort of game and bring you back in the past. It is fascinating that a work of art makes us thinking about nature and game: two words that remind us of serene, well-being and joyful moods and sensations. What else do we desire from poor materials such as wood, sand and color? 
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