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Can you imagine how good is pasta for your soul ?

And how luxurious is feeling at the same time the taste of tomato, the flavor of basil, the consistency of Parmesan, while the “spaghetto”, rigorously “al dente”, fills your palate?

And what about the sensations that hot pepper awakens on your tongue, inviting to other types of pleasure?

And why not going then for the opposite taste, the sweetest pumpkin that melts in your mouth, necessary to soothe the flames of hot pepper, like the sugar of grape, which you enjoy slowly at the end of the meal like a divine nectar, or like a bite to a ripe pear, where pulp and juice merge together and tickle the palate ?

Oh, great food of Italy, which feeds your body and your soul ! Divine savors, flavors and fragrances of real tomatoes, luxuriant hot peppers, pulpy pumpkins, juicy pears, ripe grape!

Somebody that very well knows these divine products of “made in Italy” is Massimo Catalani, seductive admirer of nature who, on his extremely colored canvas, tells of fruit, vegetables and pasta’s sensuality, with the love, the innocence and the wonder of the one that, for the very first time, experiences a miracle.

American Pop Art was born with the same joy, the same happiness with which Andy Warhol pictured his Soups and Claus Oldemburg invented his Ice Creams; with the same attention and seriousness that stood behind the great Italian masters of Still Life, from Caravaggio to Crispi, to De Chirico, when they represented life, Massimo Catalani paints fruit and vegetables, over-sizing them and giving them powerful colors.

He does that to disclose to the careless and lost inhabitants of this polluted world and to the hasty users of no more definable images, the “kalos and agatos” of few, miraculous simple things that surround us.

He does that to push them the discover the world in its purity – which somewhere still survives – and he uses his language, the one of painting: light, color, matter.

This is how, in the magic light of an aluminum background, pears and grape show their consistency and thickness, while the pure color tells the soul of things, like the blue of spirituality, the red of passion, the white of purity, the green of hope, and matter itself is an invention of the artist: a mix of sand and dirt  spatulated, now thin then grainy, almost bringing together a conceptual and a craftsman work.

Born from the love for painting, Catalani’s works seduce, amuse, make the public curious and bring art back to him, since art is a daily thing, in its relationship with common sense, the one of pleasure, of enjoyment, of greediness and, of course, of emotions.

Enjoy yourselves !

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

